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“CreaIng	the	right	balance	between	the	welfare	of	tourists	and	local	

populaIon,	the	needs	and	uses	of	the	natural	and	cultural	environment	and	
the	development	and	compeIIveness	of	a	desInaIons	and	its	businesses”	

	
	
	
	
	
	

-  A	network	of	European	Regions,		associated	with	representaIves	of	tourism	
enterprises,	tourism	associaIons	and	universiIes/research	insItutes	

-				A	network	of	regions	at	the	forefront	of	European	Tourism	Policy	since	2007	
aiming	to	lobby	and	strengthen	the	cooperaIon	of	desInaIons	is	the	European	
Area	

NECSTouR	Mission	



FULL	MEMBERS	
33	Regional	authori/es	(NUTS	I,	II	and	III)	

		
Belgium:	 Flanders,	 German-speaking	
Community	of	Belgium	Region,	Wallonia	
Bulgaria:	Gabrovo	
CroaIa:	Istria	
Denmark:	 Central	 Denmark,	 Ringkøbing-
Skjern	
France:	BriVany,	Île-de-France,	Occitanie,	
Provence-Alpes-Côte	d'Azur	
Italy:	Emilia	Romagna,	Lazio,	Piedmont,	
Puglia,	Sardinia,	Tren.no,	Tuscany,	Veneto	
The	Netherlands:	Limburg	
Portugal:	Alentejo,	Algarve	
Republic	of	Serbia:	Vojvodina	
Spain:	 Andalusia,	 Balearic	 Islands,	 Basque	
Country,	 Canary	 Islands,	 Catalonia,	 Galicia,	
Valencian	Community	
Sweden:	Västra	Götland	
United	Kingdom:	Cornwall,	Scotland	

NECSTouR	Members	



Build up a Touristic Europe based on S&C Tourism VISION	
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•  Best	 use	 of	 EU	 Funds	 to	 support	 the	
development	 of	 compe..ve	 and	 sustainable	
tourism	in	the	EU	

	
•  Monitor	and	analyze	the	development	process	

of	NECSTouR	regions	

•  Facilitate	 the	exchange	of	exper.se	and	good	
prac.ces	among	regions	

•  Develop	 the	 right	 policies	 to	 s.mulate	 and	
support	 the	 development	 of	 responsible	 and	
sustainable	tourism	

•  The	 main	 highlights	 were	 discussed	 at	 the	
event	“Towards	a	stronger	Tourism	Policy	 	for	
European	 Growth	 and	 Jobs”	 on	 the	 27th	 of	
September	 2016,	 hosted	 at	 the	 European	
Commigee	of	 the	Regions	–	 the	event	will	be	
con.nued	this	year	on	the	same	date	



•  Support	the	development	and	implementa.on	of	
sustainable	 tourism	 indicators	 to	 measure	 the	
des.na.on’s	performance	at	sub-na.onal	levels	

•  The	 coopera.on	 with	 official	 sta.s.cs	 bodies	 in	
order	to	gather	the	data	by	ensuring	its	accuracy,	
qual ity	 and	 comparabi l i ty	 with	 s imilar	
des.na.ons	

•  Transform	 data	 provided	 by	 the	 indicators	 into	
further	policies	 that	support	 the	development	of	
a	sustainable	and	compe..ve	tourism	



•  Iden.fy,	 analyze	 and	 propose	 a	 balanced	
approach	 to	 address	 sharing	 economy	 in	 the	
tourism	industry	through	legisla.on	

•  S.mulate	 the	 coopera.on	 among	 NECSTouR	
regions	 to	 discuss	 measures	 that	 aim	 at	
developing	regulatory	policies		

•  Evalua.on	 of	 the	 impacts	 of	 the	 proposed	
measures	in	our	member	regions		

•  Organize	further	events	 in	coopera.on	with	EU	
Ins.tu.ons	 in	 order	 to	 decide	 on	 the	 most	
appropriate	policy	tools	to	support	the	regions	



•  Ensure	that	NECSTouR	des.na.ons	are	able	to	adapt	
and	 mi.gate	 climate	 change	 effects	 by	 improving	
their	sustainability	prac.ces	

•  Exchange	 of	 regional	 strategies	 and	 research	
outcomes	 on	 innova.on	 adapta.on	 ac.ons	 for	
regions	 addressing	 governance,	 products,	 training,	
marke.ng	and	SMEs	compe..veness	approach	

•  Integra.on	 of	 the	 transversal	 economic/social/
environmental	 nature	 of	 Tourism	 in	 EU	 policies,	
regulatory	ini.a.ves	and	financial	instruments.	

•  NECSTouR	 Thema.c	 Conference	 on	 “Smart	 Tourism	
Des.na.on’s	 Contribu.on	 for	 the	 Planet	 and	 its	
People”	 was	 organized	 together	 with	 UNWTO	 in	
frame	 of	 ‘	 2017	 Interna.onal	 Year	 for	 Sustainable	
Tourism	Development’	

•  An	event	on	‘Accessible	Tourism’	will	be	held	in	June	
in	Brussels	together	with	Tuscany	Region	



•  Define	 a	 strategy	 to	 posi.on	 tourism	 as	 a	 sector	
that	supports	the	cultural	iden.ty	of	a	community	

•  Network	 with	 culture	 and	 crea.ve	 industries	
stakeholders	in	order	to	foster	coopera.on	among	
regions	

•  Share	 experiences	 in	 measuring	 cultural	 pillar	 of	
sustainable	tourism	at	sub-na.onal	level	

•  Support	the	development	of	a	common	policy	that	
manages	cultural	resources	in	a	sustainable	way	

•  NECSTouR	 regions	 are	 contribu.ng	 to	 the	
defini.on	 of	 the	 main	 assets	 in	 the	 frame	 of	
‘European	Year	of	Cultural	Heritage	2018’	



•  Upgrade	 Tourism	 as	 a	 career	 of	 choice	 and	 to	
reduce	 the	 gaps	 between	 employees	 skills	 and	
enterprises	needs	

•  Exchange	 good	 prac.ces	 among	 regions	 that	
s.mulate	 the	 digitaliza.on	 of	 tourism	 SMEs,	
partnership	 with	 academic	 ins.tu.ons	 and	
businesses,	specific	training	programs		

•  Exchange	 good	 prac.ces	 among	 regions	 on	 how	
des.na.ons	can	innovate	in	order	to	follow	market	
trends	

•  Collabora.on	 with	 the	 academic	 members	 in	 the	
development	 of	 skills	 and	 training	 to	 support	
sustainable	 and	 compe..ve	 tourism	 prac.ces	 in	
the	regions	



Region’s	good	pracIces	in	supporIng	the	
development	of	compeIIve	and	sustainable	

tourism	
•  Collect	 the	 region’s	 good	 prac.ces	 on	 sustainable	 and	 responsible	 management	 of	

tourism	(Ex.	Andalusia’s	Sustainable	Tourism	Indicators;	Scotland’s	Project	on	making	
tourism	more	 inclusive;	Catalonia’s	 support	 for	 the	sustainable	 tourism	businesses	 in	
the	region)	–	presented	at	the	NECSTouR	Annual	General	Assembly	2017	in	Seville	

•  Good	 prac.ces	 on	 managing	 EU	 Funds	 for	 Tourism	 Ini.a.ves	 development	 and	
promo.on	were	presented	during	the	TRAN	session	at	the	European	Parliament	in	July	
2016	where	the	working	prac.ces	database	was	improved	

•  Facilitate	 the	 exchange	 of	 informa.on	 and	 good	 prac.ces	 among	 regions	 through	
workshops	in	each	of	the	working	group	

•  	S.mulate	the	formula.on	of	the	right	policies	among	European	Regions	to	foster	the	
development	of	a	sustainable	and	compe..ve	tourism	



NECSTouR’s	Current	Projects	Towards	a	More	
Sustainable	and	CompeIIve	European	Tourism	

•  “Spirit	Youth”	–	to	promote	European	Spiritual	Tourism	among	youngster			 	
																	(18-30	y.o.)	as	a	way	to	support	the	community	 	 			
																	development	and	integra.on	

•  “MITOMED+”	–	to	enhance	the	sustainable	development	policies	for	more	 	
																	efficient	valoriza.on	of	natural	resources	and	cultural	 		
																	heritage	in	coastal	and	adjacent	mari.me	areas	of	a	 				
																	sustainable	and	responsible		coastal	and	mari.me	tourism	in	
																	the		Mediterranean	area	

	



THANK	YOU!	


